EAST HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Wednesday 26th May 2025 7.00pm

MINUTES
  
1. Introductions and Apologies
Cllrs.  A. Lagden, E. Spurdens, J. Barker, T. Hames, C. Wheatley. Clerk Ms J. Kendall. 
District Cllrs: P. Booth and M. Livsey
Apologies: None.
 
No members of the public were in attendance.
Cllr Hames welcomed all to the meeting and the new District Councillors were introduced.
 
2. Annual Report from the Chair Cllr Hames.
· Cllr Hames reported that he has chaired the Parish Council for a year now and would like to thank the Treasurer, Clerk and fellow councillors for their hard work.
· This year the ownership of the village hall and adjoining land has been a particular concern. It is hoped that this matter will soon be resolved.
· A new .gov website and email is now in operation.
· A Constitution has been written.
· A successful bid for funding was made to WMDC and it is hoped that this money together with CIL funding will soon result in new boundary signage and restoration of the village hall floor.
· Following the new boundary a Welcome letter was delivered to residents in Kennels and Hundhill
· The Defibrillator has been serviced.
· Cllr Hames has attended regional YLCA meetings.
· In liaison with WMDC the overhanging hedge was trimmed back at the junction, thanks to Dt Cllr Brian Mayhew for his support and persistence, potholes filled, weight limit sign erected, chevron signs replaced, the hedge alongside the path at the Kennels was cut back, the dangerous sign on Doncaster Road at the Kennels was removed, 2 new dog bins were put up and the Elm tree was secured on Rigg Lane.
· We are still awaiting WMDC to tackle the following issues which have been raised:
· Boundary signage
· Millstone on Station Road
· Speed bumps
· Speed signage and drainage on A639
· Dangerous ditch on the corner by bridge over the river on Darrington Road
· The need for salting on the corner by the bridge. 
· Thanks to the following local residents for their support over the year: 
· Roy Donaldson for his upkeep of the war memorial and organising of memorial events.
· Ralph Horne for his oversight of the defibrillator.
· John and Diane Ransome for their oversight of the telephone box library.
· Jeff Hill for litter picking.
· Brian Lunn and Barbara Pollard for the use of their photographs on the website.
 
3. Treasurer’s Report
Cllr Barker reported that the Internal Audit was completed by John Ransome. As expected, the year ended on a surplus as there were no unexpected expenses.  Money was spent this year on the new website. No CIL money has yet been spent this year and a capital grant was received from WMDC which will pay for boundary signage, renovation of the telephone box and restoration of the village hall floor. With the receipt of the CIL funding, interest on the account and Precept, the current balance is £15648.82. 
 
4. Election of Chair
Cllr Hames was proposed for the position of chair by Cllr Lagden, seconded Cllr Spurdens.  He accepted a second term and was duly elected.

5. Accounts Annual Governance and Accountability Return: Cllr. Barker
The Internal Audit was approved.
The papers for the External Audit were completed. 
 
ACTION: The Clerk will add these to the website and send the required documents to the auditors.
 
6. Reports from Community Organisations 
No community organisations submitted reports this year.

7. Review of Rents
It was agreed that there should be no change in the allotment rental. The garages were discussed and it was agreed to update the tenancy agreement and review this matter at a later date.
 
7. Representatives for YLCA meetings
Cllr Hames volunteered to once again represent the Parish Council together with any councillor who is available.

8. Any Other Business  
None.

      The meeting closed at 7.30pm

