EAST HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL
 DRAFT Minutes of the meeting: Wednesday 30th September 2026

Present: Cllrs T. Hames, J. Barker, E. Spurdens, C. Wheatley, Dt Cllrs P. Booth and M. Livsey, and Ms J. Kendall Clerk
Apologies: Cllr A. Lagden. 
No members of the public attended the meeting. 

1. Cllr Hames welcomed all to the meeting. 

2. Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 29th July 2026 were approved: Proposed Cllr. Spurdens. Seconded Cllr Barker.
3. Matters Arising:
Signage for the new boundary: Cllr Barker reported that there has still been no response from WMDC. The Dt Cllrs recommended that a formal complaint is made to the Chief Exec of the Council. ACTION:  Clerk will draft a letter. The boundary stone on Station Road has not been moved. ACTION: Cllr Hames will contact Mr Tolson at WMDC.
Village Hall land ownership: Cllr Hames reported that he had left the paperwork with the solicitor and the process is ongoing. The village hall committee has applied for charitable status but this could take 27 weeks to process. 
Garages and Allotment Tenancy agreement: ACTION: Cllr Barker will contact Cllr Hames to redraft the agreement. 
Cricket Club concerns:  Cllr Hames reported that some residents have complained about noise disturbance. He has checked the licensing agreements and events held have complied with licensing requirements.  Cllr Hames feels that the cricket club is an asset to the village. If any residents feel the noise is excessive, they should contact WMDC noise abatement department.
Allotments: Cllr Wheatley reported that that there has been no response as yet to the adverts for the vacant allotment. She will get price for a replacement gate for the allotments.
Footpath sign on Sandy Gate Lane: the Clerk reported that the footpath sign by the style has fallen over and suggested this could be repaired using CIL money. ACTION: Cllr Hames will visit the site.

4. Accounts
Cllr Barker reported she has offered £3200 to the village hall towards the restoration of the floor booked for January 2027. 
The current balance is £14476.15. The CIL money balance is £7059.90, the capital grant is £2500.  Although the deadline for some of the CIL monies to be spent is this Autumn, Cllr Barker is confident that an extension will be given as the money has been reported to WMDC as allocated but we are awaiting communication from WMDC.
5. Highways  
Cllr Wheatley reported that there has been no progress regarding the speed bumps, the road markings, the damaged chevron by the bridge, the Gateway speed signs on the A639 and the bridge repair over the river Went on the boundary with Thorpe Audlin, all of which have been reported to WMDC. Another van has driven into the ditch by the bridge on Darrington Road.  On a positive note, resurfacing work has begun on the A639.
Following discussion about the recent traffic accident at the Kennels, Cllr Hames reported that he had contacted Cllr Anderson about the urgent and ongoing need for traffic calming measure on the A639, ACTION: It was agreed that Cllr Hames would look into the cost of traffic speed signs and to contact Ackworth PC about how they got their signage. Dt Cllr Livsey recommended the installation of homemade traffic speed cameras which are apparently effective. 

6. Planning 
No applications or decisions reported.  

7. 	Correspondence
· YLCA White Rose Bulletins, training courses, NALC updates and bulletins were forwarded to councillors as relevant.
· Salt provision by WMDC, again this could not be taken as suitable storage location is not available for a minimum 5 ton delivery. 
· Cllr Hames wrote to councillors to say he had cut back the brambles on the side of the old school. This should be the responsibility of the new owner.
· A page for village hall bookings was added to the website but unfortunately the new village hall email does not work. This was reported to the Village Hall committee and bookings are still coming via the website email address.
· The defibrillator page was updated on the website.

8. AOB: 
· Parking in the village. A number of complaints have been received from residents about the dangerous and inconvenient parking on the pavement by the corner at the bottom of Darrington Road.  Dt Cllr Livsey reported that he had raised the issue with Mr Hobman. ACTION: Cllr Hames is investigating the parking area behind Northleigh and once he has clarified the number of spaces available, he will raise this with Vico Housing.
· Complaints have also been received about the bins left on the pavement by the village hall. ACTION: Dt Cllr Livsey will follow this up and Cllr Hames will visit the residents.
· Cllr Barker reported that some residents at Hundhill would prefer the site of the waste bin located on the footpath post by the style on Hundhill Lane to be relocated to the footpath post by the field alongside Hundhill Farm. This was discussed and it was felt that as it was initially so difficult to arrange for the bins to be installed, residents with concerns should raise them with WMDC directly.

9. Date of the next meeting:  Wednesday 25th November 2026 at 7.30pm.	

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
